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eh 7. 
Fe there are Three that bear record in 


the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are 
One. | ” 8 


AHE Belief of the Bleſſed Trinity is 
the chief Foundation of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith; And ſo our Holy 
Church tells us in our Church Ca- 
echiſm, which ſums up in groſs, the chief 
urn from theſe Articles of thy Belief. The 
le Father, who hath made me and all the World. 
and all Mankind. Thirdly, in God the Holy 
hoſt, who ſan#ifierh me and all the Elect Peo- 
I: of God. This is owned to be the chief 
lo believe a Trinity, God the Father, God 


lat in one God. This is the Trinity, the 


br Articles of our Belief, T therefore make it 
ie Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe. 


things we learn from the Apoſtles Creed. 
he queſtion is put, What doſt thou chiefly. 


wer is this, Firſt, I learn to believe in God 


Yondly, in God the Son, who hath redeemed 


ud principal thing we learn by our Creed: 
e Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, and all 
ieaning of which Word is Three in one 


Tri- unity. This being the thing call'd by : 
ur Church, that which we ch:efly learn by © 


We 


Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 


7 


7 ; 


more Obnoxious to the Cavils of the Ene. 


* 


We find by the conſtant growth of Mo. 
dern Socinianiſm and Tritheiſm too, tha 
we have freſh occafions to defend and incul 
cate, 'even more than once a Year, the 
Doctrine of our moſt Holy Faith of the 
Blefſed Trinity in Unity. A Diſcourſe of 
this Nature ſo ſeldom coming occaſionally 
and more ſeldom infiſted on as the matter of e 41 
whole Sermons, may probably be the cauſe 
of many People's being very Ignorant of 
the Nature and Neceſſity, and alſo of the 
Uſefulneſs and Excellency of this Article 
of our Faith, of the Doctrine of. the Holy 
Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity, and 

ſo they are more expoſed to Deceivers. 

Our Church enjoins her Miniſters to ex 
plain often to the People the great Myſterie 
of our Religion; and as none is greater than 
this,- nor more difficult to be fully recom 
mended to the meaner Capacities of goc 
People, ſo none wants a more diligent care 
in preffing it on our Faith: Becauſe none is 


mies of all Religion. And yet it is indeed At 
a Subject, that for Aſſiſtance in a good Life," tt 
1s of the greateſt Uſe ; for in the right Con- 
ſequence of it, *tis a direct Oppoſition to 
Immorality and Prophaneſs ; which gene- In 
rally go hand in hand with Damnable He. | 
relies; as St. Pete, Words it. 2 Pet. 2.1. — lat is 
They fhall bring in Damnable Hereſies. even He 8 
de nving the Lord that bought them. Atheiſm, . 

Deiſm, Socinianiſm, and the reſt that op-“ I 


poſe 


moſt part, ſo incorporated into the very 


there's no oppoſing the one but you 
t meet the encounters of the other: No 


ir they deny it for that end, that they 


7 


ches it. 1 have therefore choſen theſe 
ds, that I take to be moſt expreſs for the 
woſe. For there are three that bear record 
teaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
yſt; and the ſe Three are One. OE, 
What J intend to offer on the ſubject of 
e words I ſhall diſtribute into theſe four 
SORIA. TENTS 2 IG 

. Tovindicate this Doctrine of the Ho- 
Trinity in Unity from the feeming con- 


1 Atheiſts would faſten upon, it; and to 
ew that it is no unreaſonable Doctrine. 

. To ſhew the unavoidable neceſſity of 
nſttans cordially aſſenting to, and be- 
ring this Doctrine from the Revelation 


lat is to ſhew the clear, full, and unde- 


ne Scripture-Proofs for a Trinity in U- 
a He 


{the Holy Trinity, are each of them for 

(damentals of impiety and debauchery ; 
ctual reducing People to the obedience 
God's Commands, but you muſt at the ſame 
je anger all that deny the holy Trinity: 
vit get rid of the burthen it wouw'd im- 


ſe on them (if that may be call'd a bur- 
en) of obeying the Holy Goſpel that 


ditions and abſurdities, which Hereticks 


God's holy Will contained in the Goſpel. 
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niers of this Article of our Faith of the 
Iy Trinity in Unity, were in the Primiti 
Ages of Chriſtianity utterly condemn'd 
Hereticks, in the firſt greateſt General Co 
cils of the Chriſtian World. | 
4. To confider the practical influen® 
which this Doctrine of the Holy Trin ore 
* mM our Lives and Converſations ; ler 
conſequently the uſefulneſs of God's reve 
ing this Doctrine to us now under the G 
pet, which he intended for the moſt peri 
eligion. We” 
I. I am to vindicate this Doctrine of 
Holy Trinity in Unity from the ſeemi ul 
Contradictions and Abſurdities, which 
reticks and Atheiſts would faſten upon IOI 
and to ſhew that it is no unreaſonable Ib 
Qrine. - | 
There is no part nor branch of the C91 
ſtian Faith which has not been oftentin 
impugned and contradicted by ſome Milet 
mies of God's Truth, whom the Devil be. 
always ſtirred up to reſiſt the true Met 


of the Salvation of Mankind, and to m Crna 


it as uneffectual as he can, by blinding “ #: 
true Faith from as many as he can. A. 0” 
among all the Articles of the Chriſtian FW” 
there has none met with more fierce and,! 
ſing oppoſition than the Doctrine of iſ NO. 
Holy and ever Bleſſed Trinity in Une 
For Satan knows well that if he could F< in 
overthrow the Belief of that, it would re f 
the ruin of all Religion: For itwouldb 0 : 
| at 15, 


Revelation, and Conſequently the whole 
tripture, and fo introduce Paganiſm and 
onfuſion into the World again. And in- 
ted the Devil has ſome grounds to have 
re hopes of his attacks on this than on any 
ther Article of the Chriſtian Faith (tho? he 
x try'd his force againſt then, all) becauſe 
can find ſo much of ſeeming reaſon to 
Hult it with; but ſtill it is but ſeen ing rea- 
bu, and not true reaſon. 2 
The Atheiſtical Witlings of our times 
ould fain have it thought that Three in One, 
abſurd and impoſſible : Whereas there is no 
mpoſhÞility in the thing, tho? it may be in 
ofiible for us to explicate it right; why, be- 
mſe we cannot throughly conceive all the 
tions of the Divine Being, the true Nature 
God is too high for the Capacities of the 
Viſeſt Mortals to underſtand, much leſs can 
de underſtood by thoſe that are not very 
feculative, and leaſt of all by thoſe that are 
nal minded. 1 Cor, 2. 14. But the natu- 
Alan receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
| God, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, 
ther can be know them, becauſe they are 
witually diſcerned. 1 
Now becauſe we cannot yet rightly con- 


1 


4 þ 

7 ave the whole Eſſence of the Divine Na- 
a re in our Mortal Capacities, does it there» 
dre follow that it is impoſſible for the Di- 


ne Nature -to be what the Holy Scripture 

ly reveals, and poſſitively affirms it to be, 

dt is, a Trinity in Unity, th ree Pe: ſons in 
B 2 883 One 
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1 
one God; which tho' it might ſeem abſu 
when ſpoken of the little narrow limits 
our confined and circumſcribed Nature 
yet it does not follow that there muſt be a 
| Jurdity in it when ſpoken of the great,; 
menſe, unknown and incomprehenſible 
ture of the Divine Being, Nay, ſuch 
thought as three diſtin things in one N 
ture, is not ſo unconceivable even in me 
ters more liable to our own Cogniſance, 
length, breadth and depth in every ſqu 
ſolid Body: And in the Sun, the heat, 
light, and the round ſhape, are three diſtin 
things, eſſential to the Sun, and yet there 
but one Sun; and the will, underſtandi 
and memory in the Soul of a Man: Or me 
properly the vegetative, ſenſitive and r: 
onal Soul in a Man; which are three diſt 


Souls in ſeveral Species of Creatures; WW 1 
we mult own a Beaſt has a Soul, tho' not ral. 
immortal or rational Soul, but a ſenfit but 
Soul; and even a Tree has 4 Soul, tho nol cep 
ſenſitive, but a vegetative Soul or Life; WM imp 
Life and Soul in ſuch is all one; the Soul o the 
Plant is that by which it attracts inward no hoy 
riſhment. and when'tis dead it grows no mol pol 
the Soul of a Bruit is that whereby it perſoi abo 
ſenſation, or feels, fees, hears, ſmells uM J 
taſts; the Soul of. a Man is that whereby Per 
reaſons, and argues, and numbers, and col furc 
prehends Eternity, which none of the reſt co thre 
do. Now that all theſe three diſtinct Sou any 
0 


ſhould in a Man be but one Soul, gives = 
5 th 


OT 
thing of a clear hint, how three Perſons may 
de in one Being: Tho? that we never ſaw, 
aud that's the chief cauſe of the Wonder. 
hat Ve lee daily we make no Wonder of, 
tho we can ſometimes as little: account for it. 
But yow'l ſay perhaps that Things and Per- 
ſons are very different. For three Things may 
he eaſily in one: but not three Perſons. So that 
by this Objection, Trinity in Unity, and Unity 
in Trinity, may be allowed in any Thing but 
Perſons, and ſo it may be in a Block, but 
not in God; fit indeed for a blockiſh Atheiſt 
to object, who wou'd by this means in time 
ſet up a Block for God. For knock down 
this Article of our Faith, and down falls all 
Religion; and conſequently in comes Hea. 
thenuſh Ignorance, and Idolatry again, in 
Worſhipping of Stocks and of Stones. 
Ido not in all this pretend to any exact pa- 
tallel compariſons with the Divine Nature, 
but only to ſhew that if ſuch fort. of con- 
ceptions, of three in one, be not altogether 
impoſſible even in created things, which are 
the objects of our own Senſes or Knowledge, 
bow nuch more ſhould we think it not im- 
oo poſſible in the Divine Nature, which is ſo far 
above both our Senſes and Unde ſtandings. 
0 But let us conſider a little whether three 
Perſons it ſelf in one Being, be fo ab- 
furd... For Example, it we cou'd ſuppoſe 
three Men to know one another's Thoughts 
or Minds mutually, as well as each of them 
knows his own Mind, and io ee all three 
PET= 


r | 

perfectly in Deſire, Will and Knowledge 
what ſhou'd hinder then but theſe theſ 
might be one: nay, they cou'd Proper] 

have but one Soul, tho* divide“ into thret 
Bodies, ſeeing they cou'd all have but ons 
Deſire, one Will, one Knowledge or Un 
derſtanding and conſequently one aim and 
deſign ot any Action; this joint agreement 
and one Defire, and mutual Conſciouſneſ, 
of each others Thoughts, muſt make then 
one and undivided in their Affections, Wi 


and Underſtanding and in all the Principles ho 
of Action, and ſo conſequently they muſt ba: m 
one in all the beſt Senſes of Unity, altho Nat 
they be three ſeveral Perſons : But it may hit 
be ſaid this is impoſſible in any Perſons off |, 
Human Nature, that they ſhou'd as exaltly PP 


know others as themſelves ; I grant that, not 
only in Men but Angels alſo, in all created 
Beings ; becauſe they are not Omniſcient, 
but how can we affirm it impoſſible in the 
Divine Omniſcient Nature, that does and 

muſt know all Things ? | 
All the difficulty of Unity (we ſee) 
lies in this, that each Perſon ſhould know ſu 
the others Thoughts and Minds as well 
as he knows his own, and in every Thing 
know the others as intimately as he knows 4 
himſelf : And this is ſo far from impoſſible, i o 
in an Omniſcient Divine Being, that it 5 ti 
impoſſible it can be otherwiſe : For elle 
there wou'd be no Omniſcience in the 
Divine Nature. To know all Things, 9 
5 plies 


plies the knowing all Thoughts as well as 


plainly in Scripture that there are three in 
feaven having each the Properties of the 
Divine Omniſcient Nature, it cannot be o- 
therwiſe but that thoſe three muſt be one. 
But that we cannot more particularly and ſa- 
tsfactorily explain, nor ſo eaſily conceive 
the manner of three Perſons being one God, 
proceeds from our Ignorance about thoſe 
two Words, Perſon and God. We take a 
Perſon to be what we underſtand by it in our 
common Notions, we know what a Perſon ts 
whenſpoken of Men : But we know not what 


— £7 


WW it may mean when ſpoken of the Divine 
Nature, for God is incomprehenſible, and 
ls true eſſence far above our Capacities to 
“pprehend, ſpecially in this mortal State, 
1 here we ſee but in a glaſs darkly, ſays St. 
Fl. In ſo much that ſomething to be tru- 
y in the Divine Nature which we cannot 

ed uderſtand, is ſo highly reaſonable to ſup- 

1] poſe, that the contrary wou'd be abſurd to 


affirm. Tis a mercy that we underſtand a- 
ny thing of it, or that the Divine goodneſs 
has vouchſafed us any glimpſes of it. And 
ſuch things are t he proper objects of Faith: 
Faith zs the Evidence of things not ſeen. Heb. 
II. 1. So that how theſe three are one, we 
ſhall not rightly know till we are diveſted 
of Mortality, then we ſhall know it fully, 
ill then we can but believe it, as the obje & 
of our Faith. az that day, ſays our Savi- 


one's own; fo that when it is revealed to us 
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8 ye ſhall know that 1 am in my Father: ” 70 


then at that day, in that Eternal Life, ye 


the kather, and the Father in me, or elſe be 
lieve me for the very Works ſake, And ſo 


notice of one paſſage, in the 28 verſe, My 
- contradict the Athanaſian Creed, which ſays 


there is no contradiction in it; for the Creed 


himſelf in relation to his Manhoovod, in that 
reſpect, as he was Man, the Father was 
greater than he, and his Commandments he 
muſt keep and be obedient to the Law. 
And the Creed it ſelf tells us that, that he 
was equal to the Father as touching his God- 
head, but inferior to the Father as touching 
his Manhood. And ſo this contradiction 5 
loſt, and dwindles away, and as eaſily may 
all the reſt that are pretended in this Do- 


the Day of Reſurrection, for ſay the word' 
before it, becauſe I lroe, ye ſhall liue alſo, ane 


Mall knowthe truth of this, which ye no 
are only required to believe; in the ro verſz 
ſays our Saviour to Philip, b2/7eveſt thou no 
that lamin the Father, and the Father in ue 
and in the 11. verſe, believe me that I am iy 


goes on to tell them, at that laſt day the 
ſhould know it, as well as believe it. 
But ſince 1 am on this Chap, J muſt take 
Father is greater than I. Which may ſeem to 
none is greater or leſſer than another, but 


is there ſpeaking of the Perſons of the God. 
head, in which there is none greater or leſs 
than another; but here Chriſt is ſpeaking 6 


Qrine 


arine. And it is certain that ſome other 
Articles of our Creed are as hard to be ſwal - 
lowed, and as ſeeniingly impoſſible as this, 
ſuch as the Incarnation of a I; and the 
Reſurrection of our Fleſh, when in Aſhes; 
which could never be Believed but that God 
has revealed it in the ſame Manner and the 
{ame Books as he has the Trinity. So that 
if you throw away one, throw away, all. 
And that's it indeed the Devil wou'd be 
at; for he ſees the Plain Conſequence, that 
Ihe can baffle you out of one, the reſt muſk 
of courſe fall with it at laſt, . 

But there is one main Argument Imuſt an- 
wer here, which Satan has ſet on foot in the 
Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 
For it ſeems very plauſible againſt the Tri- 
nity, if the Trinity be believed ſay they, 
why not Tranſubſtantiation too, and if 


1 Tranſubſtantiation be rejected as abſurd, 
x not the Trinity too; ſeeing they are 
ch alike impoſſible, and both have like 
| Mounds in Reaſon, ee and Traditi- 
n. This is their objection ; and a cunning 
1 ſabtilty of Satan, to make if he could the 


rinity, and Tranſubſtantiation, to ſtand 
Ir {all together, he cares not much which. 
For if they both Rood he would gain his 
e almoſt as well by the belief of Tran- 
10> ubſtantiation as he .wou'd by the disbelief 
f the Trinity, if they both fell. But this 
bjection is eaſily anſwered, by ſhewing 
utter falſhood 2 every part of it: 1 


* 


firſt it is falſe to ſay that both DoArin 


have alike ground in reaſon, beeauſe th a 

ſubject of the Dos trine of the Trinity MP 

the Divine Nature of the Godhead, which 

is above Human Reaſon to judge of, offffii 

comprehend ; but the Subject of the De 

Arine of 'Tranſubſtantiation is the Body lea 

a Man, a true Man born of a Woman, while 

our very ſenſes can judge of; and thai) 

Queſtion is to diſtinguith between that, an ea 

A bit of Bread; whether in the SacramedMbo « 

the thing we ſee, be Bread, or be the Bod at 

of a Man, which our ſenſes and reaſon aH lla 

1 judges of : Tis true Chriſt ſaid it Mad 

s Body, but its Plain he meant his Figur tar 

tive Body, not his Natural Body as he ca cn. 

led the Church his Body, and the Tempi ibi 

his Body. And he ſaid, { 2m Door, I anon 

true Vine, and the Apoſtle ſays a Rock, Av 

which muſt be in the ſame ſenſe, true, th Man 

. is figuratively ; for the reaſon the world di beta 
| not believe he was a natural Tree, wh and 
ö he ſaid 1 am a true Vine, was, becauſe theft. 
| ſaw and felt he was no Tree; their ſenſe a e 
= reeaſon perceived and knew the quite coſ Tra. 
trary. And the judging about that was n h⁰⁰ 

above their capacity, but within the Spheſ tere 

of their own underſtanding Even ſo mi tom 


the reaſon be as good why we don't belief, Al 

the bread in the Sacrament to be the naturFſiave 

Body of the Man Chriſt, becauſe we ſe For | 

and feel *tis no Body of a Man; our ſen | 

and reaſon perceives and makes us know th uttic; 
qu 


not above our capacity, but within the 
here of our own underſtanding; which 
mderſtanding ſhews us *tis abſurd to think 


te otherwiſe. So that there is not in the 
eaſt the like ground from reaſon between 
he two DoQrines. The one, that is, the Tri- 
ty, is indeed above reaſon, tranſcends the 
ach of it to find out; until reveaPd : And 
ſo do in a lower degree many things elſe 


Plants, the motions of Animak, the ebbing 
ind flowing of the Sea, the Courſes of the 
ſtars, and many other things which our reaſon 
cannot clearly account for. But this of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, is not of that ſort above rea- 
ſon only, but quite contrary to it, gives the 
downright Lye to all the ſenſes and reaſon of 


between things that are only above reaſon, 
and things that are quite contrary to reaſon, 
Of the firſt ſort are the Trinity, and all divine 
revealed Truths, but of the other ſort are 
Tranſubſtantiation. And all Lying Fal- 
hoods and Abſurdities. So that as J ſaid, 
there are not in the leaſt thelike grounds 
rom reaſon between the two Doctrines. 
And ſecondly, it is as falſe to ſay that they 
have both alike grounds from Scripture. 
For Tranſubſtantiation has only one poor 
igurative ſpeech, to ground it on, which is 
luticiently explained by other Scriptures to 
„„ have 


Sen © 


33 


aite contrary : and the judging about that 


; otherwiſe than bread, and impoſſible to 


hat we are ſure are true, as the growing of 


Mankind. So that there is a vaſt difference 


ny - 


after. 


have no ſuch ſenſe; in ſo much that the 


| fired: Which 1 ſhall ſhew preſently here. 


16) 


learnedeſt of their own Divines do ownW 
that Tranſubſtantiation canngt be fully pro. * 
ved by Scripture, but are forced to fly to 
the Authority of their own Church to prove H 
it. But the Trinity is as amply proved by 
manifold and clear Scriptures, as can be de- not 


! 


. 


In he mean while the third or laſt Branch a 
of this Argument Imuſt ſhew to be falſe alſo," * 
that is, that thgre are the like grounds for both ( 


Doctrines in Tradition too. For the oldeſſi Nun 


— 


it is a known Canon of the Ancient Councils 


and fureſt Tradition that Chriſtians have une 
the Apoſtles Creed. Now there is the Do 
Qrine of. the Trinity clear enough, but not 
a Word of Tranſubſtantiation there. And 


that Recognized this Creed, that if any Man, Mad 


or Biſhop, or Pope, or Council taught any re 


other Article of Faith as neceſſary to the ne 
Salvation of Chriſtians, than what is in the ri 
Apoſtles Creed with the Nicene and Athana- 


Jian Expoſitions, let them be accurſed. Ho Hf 
thev'l find their Article of Tranſubſtantiati- rin. 


on in theſe Creeds, or excuſe themſelve e 
from this Curſe, I know not. In the next 
place the ſureſt Tradition we have after thei 
Apoſtles Creed, are the Writings of the An- a 
cient Fathers in the firſt three hundred year 
after Chriſt. Now all theſe are plain for ly f 


the Trinity in Unity, mſomuch that the de- If y 


niers of the Trinity are forced to deny andi ate 
W e Genn 


* 


of the Church. But there the Do- 
ze of Tranſubſtantion was never ſeen; 
Word Tranſubſtantiation in any Ancient 


eit. And the Thing meant by it is truly 
nore to be found in them than the Word, 
te contrary moſt expreſly. So that if 
refer the decifion of that Cauſe to Anti- 
y alone, we are ſate-againit thaWapilts, 
bo are forced at laſt to fly finallyto their 
n Church's eſtabliſhing it, as the only 
gument left to ſupport it, which rotten” 


ous SuperſtruQture. So that we ſee every 
the Trinity and Tranſubſtantiation have 


dh alike ground in Reaſon, Scripture and 
radition. But it is certain that moſt of the 


opery, that would fain repreſent it for as 
ine as they. can poſſibly, that they might 
ation; and then if they can effect that in 
our Thoughts, they'l have you in a Dilem- 
Ma; for if you ſhould deny the Trinity, 
«cyl have you plainly in the Sack of Here- 
it you ſhould grant to believe the Trinity, 


would 


un all them, and all the Primitive Re- 


Hor were enough to prove him a Coun- 


mndation can never uphold that Mon- 


xy, how falſe it is to ſay that the Doctrine 


care=Crows in People's fancies about this Do- 
ine of the Trinity were raiſed by the In- 
iſtrious Declamations of the Emiſſaries of 
lbſurd, Unreaſonable and Monſtrous a Do- 


eyel it in the ſame rank with Tranſubſtan- 


ly for denying all the Ancient Creeds. But 
[Wetter its appearing ſo Nonſenſical as they 


* 
. . wy — 2 
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embrace it. 
of Tranſubſtantiation can never agree wi 
the leaſt ſhew of reaſon; but that Docctrii 


Antiquity, and the Catholick Creeds to fi 
And ſo Ihave done with che. firſt Gener 


Head of my Diſcourſe, that is, to ſhew th 
unavoidable neceſſity of Chriſtians cordial! 


the Revelation of Gods Holy Will con 


would have you to think it, then they He 
why ſhould any Nonſenſicalneſs hinder v& 
from believing Tranſubſtantiation too? B 
our Religion is a reaſonable Religion, 3 
ſuch as N ni upon Rational Mey 

hileſt the Monſtrous Dochi 


of the Trinity has no ſuch Barbarous No 
ſence ¶Intolerable Abſurdity in it. A 
has hundreds of plain Scriptures, and 


port it. 


Head of my Diſcourſe, that was to vindicat 
this Doctrine of the Holy Trinity in Uni Hh 
from the ſeeming Contradic tions and Abſul 
dities which Hereticks and Atheiſts wou# 
faſten upon it; and to ſhew that it is no u 
reaſonable Doctrine. 


2. I now come to the ſecond Gener 


aſſenting to, and believing this Doctrine fron 


tained in the Goſpel. That is, to ſhew the 
clear, full and undeniable Scripture - Proc 
for a Trinity in Unity, 1 . 

And for that, if there were no other bu 
this of my Text, it would ſeem to be enough 
for it is moſt full and plain. There are three 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, thi 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three ar 
— = 


y nere is the Father named, and the Son 
er ned, or the Word, which is all one, as 
the Scripture tell us, In the beginning, 
js St. John, was the Word, and the Word 
with God, and the Word was God, and by 
'n were all Things made, and without him 
a not any Thing made, that was made. Ein 
1. And theWord'was made Fleſh. John 1. 
And dwelt among us, and we beheld his 


e Father. So here is the Son named, the 
ord, And here is alſo the Holy Ghoſt na- 
wed in my Text, the Father, the Word, 


ner ud the Holy Ghoſt. My Text calls them 
JicaWiree, and ſays they dwell in Heaven, and 


hat theſe three are One. For there are three 
hat bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are 
M. = | PEER 
Now the Oppoſers of the Trinity to deny 
tie Son Chriſt to be God, and ſo deny a Tri- 


b God, does not ſtand alone, but has alſo the 
ronMConcurrence of all the Scripture with it. 
on And firſt, God gave Teſtimony to his Son 
tom Heaven. Mar. 3. 1. At his Baptiſm. 
Andlo aVoice from Heaven, ſaying, This is my 
teloved Son, in whom I am well-pleaſed. And 
again at his Transfiguration on the Mount. 
Matt. 17.5. the ſame Words, with an Ad- 
dition of Hear ye Him. Both which paſſa- 


ing to St. Mar. I. II, and the g. 7. and a- 
N : gain 


bry, the Glory a8 of the only begotten Son of = 


ity, but then this Proof of my Text, that he * 


ges are alſo Recorded in the Goſpel accord- 


gain in St-Lyke 3. 22, and the gi 35, 
| gain in the 2 Pet. I. 17. Tor be rece 
ron God the Father Honour and Glory, u 
there came ſuch a Voice to him from the E 


- — — — 


am tell. plea ſed. This is ſeven times re 
ded. And our Saviour himſelf ſays, to pri 
that he was not meer Man only, (as 4d 
once call'd the Son of God) but very 
alſo. Jo. 17. 5. And now O Father glb 
thou me with thine own ſelf; with the G 
which had with thee before the World u 
. Which could not have been if he had 
been God from Eternity. And expreſly 
' ſis he came down from Heaven. John 


preſs is the Epiſtle to the Coloſtans; Col. 
 mmaions, or Principalnies, or Powers, all Thing 
ore all Things, and by him all Things conſ 


is called the Image of the inviſible God, and 


"Jeſus who being in the form of God thought ! 


lent Glory. This ie my beloved Son in wh. 


38. And poſitively, Rom. g. 5: (the Ap 
ſtle ſpeaking of the Jews) o/ whom, ſays 

as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, wha 
God over all bleſſed for ever. And moſt e 


I6. ſpeaking of Chriſt, By him were all Thin 
created that are in Heaven and Harth, viſib 
and inviſible, whether they be Thi ones or |) 


were created by him, and for him, and he is} 
Col. 1. 13, 14, I5, 16, 17, 18. - Where ht 
that all Things were created by him, and 
And Phil. 2. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 71, Chi 


not robbery to be equal with God, but mad. 
N : bimſcll 


i 5 1 5 5 , 
4 N 
: 4 3 


tle for'#? of @ ſervant, and was made in rhe liks- 
rſs of Men, and being found in faſhion as 4 
into death, eventhe death of the Croſs; wheve- 


\ 


ire God bath alſo bighly exalted him; and 


that at the name of Feſus every knee ſhould 


ind things under the Earth and that eve 

Imgue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt ic 
Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. 
And in Heb. f. The whole Chapter. God 


ters, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us 


full things, by whom alſo -be made the worlds, 


1 W's being the brightneſs of his Glory, and ex« 
„/ Image of his 72 2 and Gere all 
Wings by rhe word of. power, when-he had 


urged our fins, ſat down' on the right hand 
the Majeſiy on high, being made ſo much 
ter than the Angels, as he hath by inhert- 
unce obtained a more excellent name than 
ey. { and verſe the 6. } again he ſaith, and 
t all the Angels of God worſbip him (and 
erſe 8.) Unto the Son he faith, thy Throne O 


"1nd wi! know that the Son of God is come, and 
„ given ws an Underſlanding, that we may 


K* him that 7s true; and we are in him that 
ue, even in his Son Feſus Chriſt + This is 
| 204 D 2 the 
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Man he hu mbled himſelf, and became bedient 


wen him a name which is above every name, 


bav, of things in Heaven, and things in Earth, 


1% t ſundry times, and in droers maners, 
hake in time paſt unto the Fathers by the Pro- 


his Son; whom he hath appointed to be Heir | 


ol is for ever and ever. And 1 Jo. 5. 20. 


the true Gad, and Eternal Liſe. And Chri 
himſelf teſtifies of himſelf moſt expreſly, Je 
To. 30. J and the Father are one, Whic 
made the Jews take up Stones to Stone hi 
for Blaſphemy, in making himſelf God; 
they did in another place for ſaying, Verily 
Jay unto you before Abraham was, I am. Iq 
8. 58. Iam is proper to none but the Ete 
nal God. And'tis the known name that Go 
call'd himſelf by when Moſes ask'd his nany 
Exod. 3. 14. Ion ſhalt ſay, I am hath ſe 
me unto you. Now certainly if Chriſt wer 
not God from Eternity, he would not hai 
thus Blaſphemed. In ſhort they that w. 
admit the Scripture, aud not yield Chriſt t 
be God, may by the ſame Scripture allo 
Mahomet to be God; for if they go abo 
(as the Socinians indeed do) to diſtort : 
theſe Scriptures, and many more, out of the 
plain ſenſe, they may in the ſame mann 
make it a Noſe of Wax to fit every DoQti 
of Mahomet, or of Satan himſelf. 
And now I think I have ſufficiently pre 
ved the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity to 
God. Which was the main thing to be prove 
As to the holy Ghoſt it is named 87 tim 
in the new Teſtament, and the Son of G0 
is named 112 times in the ſame new Teſt 
ment, and the naming of thoſe ſeveral! 
and diſtinctly from God the Father, ſo ofte 
what can it mean, but that there are tho 
three diſtinctly in the Godhead, ſo that 
thoſe places are proofs too, as well 1 
e e) 


r 
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Text; that there are three in Heaven, the Fa- 
ther, Ihe Son, and the holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
three are one, 25 my Text Now as ſuch * 
Multitudes of Scriptures prove the three 
Perſons, ſo there are many plain poſitive 
Scriptures. to prove there is but one God: 
Ind ſo thoſe three muſt be one. Contrary 
to which is the Tritheiſm of this age, that 
there are three Gods, as the Tritheiſts would 
have. it. Which if the Devil could get 
granted, the next ſtep would naturally be 
to bring in the Pagan Politheiſm again, or 
the Multitude of Heathen Gods. For three 
Gods is as much againſt the truth of one on- 
ly God, as three ſcore can be: But that there 
is but one only God, the whole Scripture 
abundantly proves. As (to name ſome of 
the Places beſides my Text) Mar. 12. 32. 
For there is one God, and none other. And 
Rom. 3. 30. L ig one God that ſhall juſtify 


One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, and one God, 
who ts above all, and through all, and in you all, 
With many other places, All this over- 
abundantly confirms what my Text aſſerts, 
That there are three in Heaven, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe three 
are one, whicl, is the Unity in Trinity and 
Trinity in Unity, which proves evidently 
WM the ſecond General Head of my diſcourſe, 
that is, The unavoidable neceſſity of Chri- 
ſlans cordially aſſenting to and believing this 
| D 2 Dccti ine 


1. And. I. Cor. 8, 6, 0 ws there is but one 
God, of whom are all things. And Eph. 205 6. 


- 


NoQtrine fromthe Revelation of God's Holl 
Will, contain'd in the Goſpel ; that is, Happe 
ſhew the clear, full, and. undeniatle Scrim ed 


ture Proofs for a Trinity in'Untty.... -. 
3. Icomè now to the third General Head 
of my Diſcourſe, that is, to conſider, that the 
oppoſers and denyers of this Article of ou 
Faith of the Holy Trinity in Unity were inch 
the Primitive Ages of 8 utterlvMicie 
condemn'd for Hereticks, in the firſt greateſ 
General Councils of the Chriſtian: World 
It's certain the Chriſtians of the Primitive ate 


K „* . * 
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yr, Hirroclec. Fulianur, and the reſis 
appear d how far they were out-done, 
fled, and made even ridiculous, by Fin 
lrtyr, Iarrullian, Origen Ru ſebius, and o- 
ers, who have given us ſuch Samples of 
Wei great Learning, as none in this Age 
e compare with, much leſs ſhould the de- 


cient Fathers had not had the tenth part 
the Learning they really had; yet the 


1dW:rer the Fountain- head, the clearer the 
IVvelWiter ; and they being near the times of 
: it, and the Miraculous Inſpiration of the 
he 


ly Ghoſt, certainly knew the mean- 
; of the Holy Ghoſt, beſt, having with 
t : Nen then the Writmgs of thoſe that had the 


1 Merbal Expoſitions of the Apoſtles: them- 


er Wires from their own Mouths, and converſed - 
er With them upon Earth. , - = 
Bat it is impoſſible but that Hereſies ſhould 
dne: For ſo the Scripture aſſures us, 1 Cor. 


. 19. For there majt be alſo Herefics among 


ir Wi manifeſt among you The Enemy of 
„es Truth will fill be ſowing bis Tares in 


6, in the Primitive Times, who grew to be 
lrong and numerous Sect, by the favour 
ſome Wicked Arian Emperors. The ſe 
jans deny'd the true Doctrine of the Tri- 
, by denying the Divinity of Chriſt, or 
at he was of the ſame Subſtance with the 


quchd Heretick Socinians do it. But if the 


, that - they which are approned may be 
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e Church. And ſo he firſt {et up the Ari- 


ther as God. And in this (as the Nature 
| a 
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of all Hereſy is) they were ſo Bloody, f je 
and Violent, that wherever they got Po 
they perſecuted the Orthodox true Cathol, 
Chriſtians with that Cruelty. that they ex 
equal'd ſome of the Heatheniſh Perſecut! 
of Chriſtianity. © Hiſtories tell us that V, 
a Roman Arian Emperor about the year 3 
- exerciſed many unheard of Cruelties, he te 
one Procopiia, a true Believer, and bent 
bowed ſiiff Trees together, and tying MW 
Limbs to them let the Trees fly aſundet 
gain, and tore him to pieces. And L 
glidus, a King in Spain, was ſo Bloody an 
rian that he executed his own Son for be nt: 
a true Catholick Profeſſor of that Articl 
the Holy Trinity. Theſe are but a tai; 
their Cruelties. It might in ſhort be ſhe 
that firſt Arianiſm, and ſince that Pope 
have between them both ſhed more Chr 


ans Blood, than all the ten Heathen Ped; 
cutions. 3 E 
And this Arian Hereſy the World gro or 
under for at leaſt half a hundred years. tim 
it was condema'd, anathematized, and acq do. 
{ed for Hereſy in the greateſt and molt Wc 
mitive General Councils of the World, a {© 
the third Century from Chriſt. As that no 
Nicea in Bithynia, which had 318. Bull th, 
where that explication of the Apoſtles Ci by 
called the Nicene Creed, was made agal m1 
the Arians, which was ever ſince uſedin 6; 
Church, and is uſed ſtill by us in the ſec . 


ſervice, declaring Chriſt to be very C0 


ance with the Father, by whom all things 
e made. And all the reſt of the four firſt 
eneral Councils Conſtantinople, Epheſus, 
ukcedon ; the laſt of which had 630 Biſhops, 
cy all profeſs'd the ſame Faith which we 
e m the Nicene Creed, and which is again 
recorded in the Arhana ſian Creed: And 
sa Mercy of God's Providence to us, 


ile enough to oppoſe the ſame old Here- 
now {pringing up anew again, under the 
me of Socinianiſm, which is but the old 
brian Hereſy revived. And here I cannot 
ut approve and recommend that laudat le 
utomwhich the Primitive Church has tranſ- 
mitted to us of bowing at the Name of Je- 
ſusin the Creed. When the Solemn Profeſ- 
fon of that our Faith is made in the Church, 
vas firſt done to diſcover the Arjan Here- 
ticks, who woul'd not bow at the Name of 
Jeſus becauſe they own'd not his Divinity 


dote againſt that Arianiſm, which it was 1q 
ſucceſsful in diſcovering and rooting out be- 
ſore, and certainly there is as much reaſon 
now to continue it againſt Socinianiſm; and 
therefore tis moſt unreaſonably cavil'd at 
by our Modern Diſſenters, who indeed have 
much evacuated the benefit of it to Chri- 
ſtians, becauſe thoſe ſtiff-necked People that 


ed 


God, begotten, not made, being of one 


it we have thoſe Preſidents yet : And all 


or Deity. And this practice has been con- 
tinued in the Church ever ſince, as an Anti. 


* 
— 


— 


won't bow, cannot eaſily now be diſlinguiſh- 


r rr * 
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ed 


dies in Publick Service, when our mout 


ned even among thoſe that call themſelv 


gap of ſeparation all Hereſies have oppor 


to the Saints; and to be careful in a ſpecial 


ſhop of ſconium ſaid to IH Mags 
nis, the Emperor; You are very zealouw, 
 fays he, of the honour of your own Son, but 
not of the honour of the Son of God, whom 


ed whether in that practice of ſtubborn cc 
tempt. they be Socinians or Diſſenters. Al 
when our practice herein is now ſo reaſo 
ble, to own our believing the Son to be G 
by our actual worſhipping him with our Þ 


name him (becauſe his Divinity is queſtif 


Chriſtians) methinks nothing but peevithne 
orſomething worſe, could make this one A 
ticle of Separation from the Church. B 
there is a Day coming when it will be ve 
ſarprizing to find that every of their obj 
Qions will prove as inſignificant as this to; 
tiſie their horrible Schiſm that ſeparate fro 
the Eftabliſh'd Proteſtant Church, at whic 


nity to ruſh in, not only Quakeriſm, and d 
cinianiſm but, Popery, and Atheiſm it ſel 
The Lord heal our breaches, to teach u 
to keep rhe Unity of the Spirit in the bond 9 
Peace. And we have need, God knows, with 
all poſſible Zeal, to aſſert our moſt Hol: 
Faith, in that Doctrine which was detrverec 


manner of the honour of the Son of God, 
whom ſuch Hereticks wou'd r. b of his Per- 
ſonal Deity. 
Tis worth our obſerving what the Bi- 


vou 


n 29 
on ſuffer the Arians to detract from. But the Scrip- 
ire charges us to honour God the Son with the ſame 
mour that we honour God the Father. John 5. 23. 
tt a! Men ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour 
e Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth 
ut the Father which hath ſent him. ; | a 
And fo I have done with the third General Head of 
Wiſcourſe, which was to Confider, that che Oppoſers 
nd Deniers of this Article of our Faith of the Holy 
nity in Unity, were in the Primitive Ages of Chri- 
ſanity utterly conderm'd for Hereticks, in the firſt 
neateſt Councils of the Chriſtian World. | 
4, I come now to the laſt General Head of my DiC- 
varſe, and that is the moſt material becauſe perhaps 
ety, or never ſpoken to on this Subject; that is, 
o Confider the Practical Influence which this Doctrine 
f the Holy Trinity has on our Lives and Converſati- 
is, and conſequently the Uſefulneſs of God's revealing 
tis Doctrine to us now under the Goſpel, which he 
ended for the moſt Perfect Religion. + Tn 
Its certain this Doctrine of the Trinity was not clear- 
7Publiſhed, nor fully revealed in the Old Teſtament; 
till Chriſt removed the Vail, that Age was in ſome 
Jarkneſs, in a Cloud; till the Son of God appear d., 
nd brought Life and Immortality to Light, and the 
Lyht ſhined in Darkneſs. All our Fathers were under 
e Cloud, 1 Cor, 10. 1. And were all Ba ptied unto 
loſes in the Cloud; but Chriſt brought Life and Im- 
wriality to Light when he came, and he made known 
e hidden Things of God, in Fulneſs of Time. It re- 
aineth therefore that I now ſhew what Influence this 
octrine of the Holy Trinity may have on our Lives, 
o under the Goſpel. It's moſt certain there can no- 
ling tend more to the perfecting that Work Chriſt in- 
aded in us, than this Heavenly Doctrine, if rightly 
ed and applied, how little ſoever it be generally 
Thought of; nay, without it our Religion would be ſo 
eective, that I know not how we could be Chriſtians 
earneſt, So that it is a Marvel to me how it has 
appen'd, that among all the Volumes I have ſeen g 
ritten on the Trinity, Icould never find any Treatiſe” 
oncerning the Practical and Right Influence it has ( 2 | 
| PT ED” _ ſhoyld | 
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ſo hotly and fiercely about the Modus or Manner 


Sacrament which ſhould be the only Cement of Chr 


the practical Influence of it on our Lives and Conyer 
ſations. This uſefulneſs of it I ſhall briefly endeavo 


tribute more (nor {> much) to the purpoſe of a goo 
Life, which is the only deſign God has on us in ord: 
d our Happineſs. What can produce a good Life ſ 


x gor the Lord; and nothing ſurely can be ſo ter, 
J 


camato make them à ne, after they had deſtroyet 


of 39-1. - 

ſhould have) on our Lives and Converſations: Wh 
ſhould · be the only main Point; and which is indeed 
Principal Argument to recommend the Belief of; 
But I ſuppoſe it has happen d with this as with man 
other Subjects of Divinity, that whileſt Men have di 
puted fiercely about the Speculative part, they have! 
the heat of ſuch Conteſts, loſt the Practical part, 
we ſee in that other great Miſtery of our Religion, t 
_ Holy Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper, even among 
. Proteſtants. The Lutherahs and Calviniſts wrangle 


"Chriſt's being in the Sacrament, that they forgot, « 
quite loſt the Practical Benefit of it; and that Blef 


ſtians A ffections, the only Bond of Union and Lo 
they made the only Bone of Contention and Hatrec 
and in like Manner, whileſt ſome of our own Divini 
have too fiercely wrangled about the Modus or Ma 
ner of explicating the Doctrine of the Holy Trinit 
we ſeem to have loſt the much better conſideration « 


to demonſtrate; by ſhewing that nothing could con 


much, as that which Influences all the Motives to it 
And that the Doctrine of the Trinity does, in th 
higheſt degree, that Holy Manifeſtation of the Diving: 
Goodneſs, 1s the propereſt Incitement to all the Motive 


to Obedience. Which Motives are chiefly reducible en 


theſe two Heads. Firſt, the Motives of Fear, Secondl 
tig. agtives of Love. e | 
v Thoſe which are built on Fear, are call'd the ter 


e to preſuming Sinners, as that thereby they affron 
ngt,only God the Father, who Made them; but all 
God the Son, who did a greater work for them; wht 


a and died himſelf to Redeem them fron... 

ſughds. wat ve practices; and al ſo they horribly affront 
the Holy Ghoſt too; who came to dyell — 
. 8 8 3 a | ell 


| em, and Sanctify them to all tighteouſneſs, when + 
* Which ey throw as it were dirt in his Face, by ſuch vile 
indeed Mrſualities, quenching, reſiſting, and grieving, the 
ef of j foly Spirit of God, which is the third Perſon of 
th mani. Trinity, God the Holy Ghoſt ; and irampling un- 
ave di, foot, crtscefying, a freth, and putting to open ſhame, 
' have j he ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, God the Son : and 
wt, 4 hereby deſpiſing thoſe infinite Mercies of God the Fa- 
10n, tr; baffling ſo the Univerſal Methods Both of our 
Mong ireator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, which is infinitely 
rangle:nd unſpeakably more wicked, than all other ſins be- 
ner bre ſuch Redemption cou'd have been, and muſt have 
ot, q much the greater puniſhment. Which Conſideration 
Bleſſe ght certainly to ſtrike the greater terror, if the ter- 
F Chris of the Lord can avail any thing towards our ſal- 
d Lo ation, which the Scripture ſays they do. 2. Cor. 5. 
Hatrec 11. knowing the terrors of the Lord we perſwade Men. 
Diving experience ſhews there are many reduced by fear, 
r Mag no would not be prevail on by love only. And 
rinit ow, when the works that are done for us by each Per- 
tion ( on of the Godh ead are ſo great, the danger and ter- 
onveror of contemning them muſt be as proportianably 
cavoul@reat, ſo that well it might move us in a frightful 
| con vlicitude, to ponder that queſtion of the Apoſtles, how 
Soo / we eſcape if wwe neglect ſo great Salvation ? Heb. 
orde} z. Now without the Doctrine of the Trinity theſe 
ilfe ¶ errors cou'd never be laid ſo effectuall y home to us. 
to tg But in the next place, the other ſort of motives are 
in hom Love, which are indeed the moſt excellent, and 
Dirinnoft powerful upon all candid, ingenuous, or good 
otirqgvatures. Chriſt intended, by all fit means, motives, in- 
ble t entiyes, and encopragements, to draw us to the fer- 
ndly ent love of God, which would be the only ſure-ſpring 
f motion to all our piouſeſt endeavours. Now nothing 
e ter old be thought of by the Wit of Men or Angels that 
ter void, in reaſon be ſo effectual, as what this bleſſed 
krone rine of the Trinity diſcovers to us, to engage a 
A rateſul mind to the higheſt love of God, We Jove him. 
wha lays St. John 1 John 4. 19.) Becauſe he firſt loved us. 
ots certain that the love of God to us, and his benefi- 
fromgerce to us, is the only principal motive of our love 
ron. him, for tho' his own exceliency deſery'd the high» 
then | | 2 


neſs to us. Which nothing could ever ſo convince ys « 


be due to all Mankind: for wilful preſumptuous f 


| — Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, eternal God alfo, to dwell, ant 


and offer d us by Chriſt, upon no harder terms than 
hat were the eaſieſt poſſible, only to Believe in _y 


i 


N 9 N 
eſt love, yet it would be but a ſort of a dreadful 9: 
viſh Love, which all his greatneſs cou'd procure, if v 
were not ſatisfied of his moſt obliging love and king 


as this method which the holy Trinity ſets forth. Fc 
there is God the Father, an Eternal, Great, Glorioy 
holy God, who has been affronted by the breach « 
his Laws, by traiterous and rebellious Subjects, his oy 
Creatures, to whom he had ſworn Eternal Deſtructio 
if they did it, and no leſs cou'd in eternal juſtice no 


againſt an infinite God, muſt have infinite puniſhnenYÞ 
God's inviolable juſtice muſt be ſatisfied : We were no 
able to help it in the leaſt. Then God pities our Sad 
Condition, and that even as a Father pitieth his ow 
Children; and with greater Love than any Father 
ſends the beloved Son of his own boſom, to die for and 
redeem, us miſerable and ungrateful wretches, ey 
whileſt we were enemies, reconciling us to himſelf, Rom 
5. IO, And this Son of his, being eternal God too 
co-eternal with the Father, ſo much the greater, anc 
more ſtupendious was the Love ; that he ſhou'd not 
only die for us, but, what is much ſtranger, ſhou'd live 
ſo long with mortal fleſh for us, take our poor Nature 
become our Brother; Bone of our Bane, and Fleſh of 
our Fleſh; and ſpend a tedious afflictive life here upon 
Earth; and conclude it, at laſt with the Bittereſt Suffers 
ings. And then when he had overcome death, and aſcen- 
ded into Heaven to make way for us, ſends his Holy 


guide us into all goodneſs, and remain with us and our 
whole Poſterity, even to the End of the World, to guide 
us with his counſel here, and Conduct us to Glory 
hereafter, as many as will be led by him. 

That the Holy Ghoſt dyells with us, is plain by 
theſe Scriptures, 1 Cor. 6. 19. Know ye not that your 
Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you. 
And 3. 16. The Spirit of God dwelleth in you, 2 Tim. 
I I4, The Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in us. And ſe- 
veral other Places. And that all this ſhould be done, 


n 8 
1d Repept; to Believe that God gives us this Tran- 
-ndent Love, and to Repent of thoſe Vices which un- 


 kindWhalify us for Mercy, and reform them by living good 
e us lives hereafter : Living ſo well as to do our ſelves 


h. Fo 


riou 


od, avoiding groſs Sins, that is avoiding nothing but 
tat Miſchieſs us even in this World. And then all the 
urthen of our paſt Sins and Infirmities ſhall be laid 
pon the Score of Chriſt's Croſs; there he has naild 
hem : And now makes conftant Interceſſion fer us at 
je right hand of the Father. Can any thing be ima- 
med ſo loving, ſo winning, ſo obliging as this, even 
ward Enemies, Greater Love cannot be for the 
reateſt Friends. Greater Love than this hath no 
n, ſays Chriſt, than that he Iay down his Life for 
; Friends, John 15; 13. But yet tis much more to 
ke up a mean and bitter Life, and from the King of 
| Glory, to become in the form of a Servant, paſs 
rough the Agonies of a continual living Death, and 

t laſt, conclude all. with the moſt Tgnominions and 
jerceſt torturing Death that the Malice of Hell could 
rent: And that for the vileſt and moſt ungrateful 
inemies, 

0 whereſhall we parallel this Love! Cou'd any ima- 
znation dream of it? Nay, the greatneſs of this Love, 
that which wou'd put the greateſt puzzle upon an in- 
ious Man's Faith to believe it. Lord what zs Man 
vell might we ſay with the Pſalmiſt ) that thou art 
fur mindful of him, or the Son of Man that thou ſo 
zardeft him, ſo, in ſuch manner, that the three Per- 


e no 
us ſi 
hment 


d live 
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, and WWns of the Godhead have ſuch a work with him, to 
J our Wiring him out of the filthy mire, to bleſſedneſs, out ; 
guide f the jaws of Hell, to the manſions of eternal hap- 
101} {Mineſs here is the ; Bafocs ! O the depth! well might the 


ipoſtle cry out, O rhe depth of the riches of his Love. 


in by Nom. 1 1. 3 3. And Ephei. 3. 18. The length, breadth, 


your Mepih and height, of the Love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
10%, noꝛoſea ge. is moſt certain there cou'd be no way 
Tim. No condeſcend ſo to human frailties, and capacities, to 
d ſe- Norniſh us with ſuch obliging Notions of the Divine 
lone, Move, as this gracious, finpendous diſcovery of the 
than Wioly Trinity Supplies us with. And ſo ſutable even to 
* he meaneſt apprehenſions, that can underſtand the | 
i ru 


*.. 
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us, to dwell with us, to aſſiſt and guide us to Glor 
we could never have ſo well underſtood, nor fo mu 
admired, the infinite, unfathomable Love of God, ng 


but his heart muſt melt the more abundantly, to con 
fider, it was God himſelf, even the Eternal Gloriou 


Holy Ghoſt, and that the God of Heaven dwelleth ; 


_ - our Salvation; he bleſſed influences of the Doctrin 
of the Holy Trinity, which ſome Fools, by the inf 


true evidences of Love in the plaineſt way of ſhewin 
it ſelf, for if we had not ever been told any thing of 
ſecond Perſon in the Trinity coming thus to. die for u 
and the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter coming to ſanctif 


cou'd we have half ſo much confidence and aſſuranc 
of God's care of us, nor ſuch ground of affiance an 
ſure truſt in him, and that fitted even to the meane 
capacities. Who can read the paſhon of our Saviou 


God of Heaven, that ſuffer'd all this for us? And wha 
Man can read that his Body is now the Temple of th 


him, and that he that defileth the Temple of God hi 
will God deſtroy, but it ſhall move/him more effeccuallz 
to avoid Sin, than any imaginable thought elſe can 
Theſe are the things, which with ſo much aſtoniſhmen 
even the Angels deſire 10 look into. 1: Pet. I. 12. 
Theſe are the wonderful, amazing myſteries 0 


nuation of ſome Knaves, would have to be look'd up 
on, as uſeleſs, and puzzling Notions, but our whole 


Religion, and ſafety, and comfort, and conduct of p 
our Souls, rely upon it; our love is founded on it WI, 
our ſtrength depends on it; our Happineſs is built uw, 
on it; and our Joy is fulfilled in it. This is our Glory 
in this Grof of Chriſt. Shew me the Sect, the Hereſy ns 
the Philoſophy, or other Religion in the World, than 
could ever give us ſuch raviſhing diſcoveries of the di 
vine love of the eternal God to miſerable poor Mor- or 
tals. This is our tranſcendent Religion, which ſo much, 
outbids all other Religions, and ſwallows them up à n 
nothing! This is the thing which the Angels admiie, 
and the Devils do envy ! And, therefore no Marvail 5h 
if Satan's inſtruments be ſo eager againit it; to ſup- fn 


plant and overthrow this Faith in us. Thus I have 
ſufficiently ſhewn, I think, what I promiſed in the laſi n 
General Head of my Diſcourſe ; that was, to __— W: 
| | the 
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hewin. practical influence, which, this Doctrine of the 
g of oly Trinity has on our lives and converſations; and 
for ui, nſequently the uſefulneſs of God's revealing this Do- 
antifWa.ine to us now under the Goſpel, which he intended 
Glor br the moſt perfect Religion. : 

) much I have now only a Word of Application to add con- 
pd, no cerning our Holy Faith contain'd in this Catholick 
ur ancgcreed of St. Athanaſius, read this day, being an Expli- 
mY cation of the- Apoſtles Creed in thoſe Articles of the 


rinity, of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
that this Faith is certainly the Faith whereby we Chri- 
ſans are to be ſaved; this Faith I ſay, in Conjunction 


AVIOU 
0 con 


* rith the good Life it ſhould produce. The Old Tefta- 
705 ment-Faith may ſuffice for thoſe that lived under that 
tl Dipenſation, but to Chriſtians in Chriſtianity which 


God intended for the moſt perfect Religion, we have 
v other rule of Faith, but that ſame which we are 
Bxptized in; of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : 

o, ſays our Saviour to his Miniſters, Go Teach and 
Battize all Nations in the Name of the Father, and of 
the don, and of the Holy Ghoſt. He that believeth ſhall 


d Hi 
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2 "Wi: ved, and he that Believeth not ſhaJl be damn'd, 
| = Mat, 28. 19. And Mar. 16. 16. He that believeth not 
A0 n plain terms ſhall be damn d. Ti true he that be- 


leyeth muſt prove his Belief, by Obedience to the Me- 
thods of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, elle it is 
ot true Belief, but if he do not truly Believe in Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, after it is taught him, 
there needs no more toDamn him. Therefore Hereſy 
gainſt this Faith, the very Fundamental Faith of our 
Baptiſm, is the dangerouſeſt' thing in the World, has 
the poſitive Sentence of Damnation fix'd to it. 

Now ſeeing all the Spite which the Arians, Socinians, 
or Unitarians (call them what you will) have againſt. 
this Creed, eſpecially in the Holy Athanſian Wording | 
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b d Explication of it, is chiefly becauſe it ſo poſſitive- 
wa ly afferts the Divinity of Chriſt, and makes him God 


for {eternal with the. Father: I might now demand-of 

oo lch a one, what Faith was he baptized into? Was ir 

* not into the Belief of a Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

der and if any of thoſe three Perſons be not God, then he 

"chef vas baptized into the Name and Faith of a n 
| Ts | | an 
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and fo muſt be an Idolater in the worſt Senſe,” But 


- Chriſt's Commiſſion, who has commanded to Bapti; 


he would be baptized in the Name of the Father onz; 
or one Perſon, becauſe he loves to be call'd a Unitariz 
in Oppoſition to Trinitarian ; why then he muſt alte 


all in the Name of thoſe three, Father, Son, and Kc 
ly Ghoſt. And declares that they who will not be 
lieve in that Faith ſhall be damn'd, nay, in moſt Scrjp 
tures Faith ſeems to be confined chiefly to the ſecon 
Perſon, the Son. He that believeth in him hath Etern 
Life. Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſh; 
be ſaved, John 3. 13. Acts 16. 31. Rom. 10. 9. 
1 John 4. 15.—2 John 7. And many other Place 
So that we ſee what invincible reaſon there is to affirm 
that this Catholick Faith is that, which except a Ma 
believe faithſully he cannot be ſaved. And therefore 
as I ſaid before, we have need to uſe all poſſible care t. 
aſſert our moſt Holy Faith, And be Zealous of th 
Honour of the Son of God. And lo I conclude in & 
Jude's Words, Jude the 20. Ye Beloved, build up you 
ſelves on your moſt Holy Faith, praying in the Hol 
Ghoſt, keep your ſelves in the Love of God, looking f. 
he Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Christ unto Eternal Life 
Which is the ſame with that higheſt of Petitions the Scrip 
tureauthorizes us to offer unto God. The Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God, and the Fellowſhi: 
of the Holy Ghoſt be with us all evermore. And that 
Gloria Patri which our Church ſo often, and earneſt] 
repeats in her Divine Service, as the Primitive Church 
always did, Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghoſt, and that everlaſtingly. Amen 
And may the God of Peace which brought again 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, confirm us al- 
ways in this Faith, that there are three that bear Re. 
cord in Heaven, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and 
that theſe three are one. And through this Faith may 
the ſame God make usall perfect in every good work, 
to do his will, working in us that which is well-plea- 
ling in his ſight: To whom be Glory for ever and e- 
ver. Amen. | | 
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